1

Chapters 1 through 14 of The Catcher in the Rye 
Chapters 1-5
Chapter one begins when Caufield writes his ordeals from his home situated in California. His narrative starts on one Saturday when he is kicked out of school for failing all his classes except English.  Mr. Spencer gets seriously sick and is dressed in a robe like clothing. He then starts lecturing Spencer saying that he needs to improve his life. Chapter four starts when Holden returns to his dorm and then receives a visitor by the name Ackley; a very irritating person who clips Holden’s toe nails. Stadlater request Holden to help him in writing a composition because he needs to go for a date with someone Holden is also interested into.
Chapter 6-10
Chapter six starts when Stradlater comes back and gets angry at Holden for describing glove and not a house. Holden on the other hand also gets annoyed because Stradlater does not give him details of how the date was.  Holden then visits Ackely but he seems to act very rudely. Holden then makes up his mind and goes to New York for sometimes before going back home. Holden goes to the train station and buys a ticket. Coincidentally, a mother to one of his classmates sits next to him and Holden lies to the woman about his son so that she can feel better.  He goes to a night club but does not take alcohol . He instead dances with three other women. 
Chapter 11-14
Chapter eleven starts when Holden leaves the night club and then stats having thoughts about Jane. He then heads to Greenwich to another club called Ernie. He is forced to leave the club after he was annoyed by Lillian Simmons. Chapter thirteen starts when Holden leaves Ernie and walks without gloves headed back to his hotel room. He gets hold of a prostitute but he feels nervous to do anything. Maurice and Sunny come to Holden’s door to demand for their money. When Holden refuses, he is snapped in his privates and punched. They leave him crumpled to the floor injured. 
Step Two--Responding (So What?)
It is an interesting novel to read. I had to re- read several times. In the first incidences, I was perceiving Holden as a very annoying and repetitive character. But later on I was able to connect to his thoughts and actions. He purely discusses how teens are faced with lots of challenges in their youthful lives. I also begun to realize the kind of hurt and depression Holden was facing and this made me look back about how I was while I was still a teenager. The Catcher in the Rye is a very interesting case because it is written with an adult audience in mind. Some people would think otherwise but I was able to easily connect with the novel as a teen. The novel too has numerous points of discussion that deem worthy to explore.
Step Three--Analyzing (How did the writer write?)
 Narrative point 
Holden Caulfield is the main narrator in the Catcher in the Rye. He is also a protagonist and everything in the novel is told from the narrator’s perspective. The point of view in the novel is past tense and first person singular. The first person narration in the novel plays an important role in enabling the reader know and even understand more the main character. Holden does not only provide the readers with the information on occurrence of events but it also makes the reader feel about what happened and this makes me trust him. He views the world as an evil and also corrupt place to stay. The perception of the world remains unchanged in the entire course.  He then realizes that he doesn't have power to change the state in which the world is in.
Symbolism
[bookmark: _GoBack] 	The Ducks located at the Central Park Lagoon have been used symbolically in the novel. The concern for the ducks by Holden reveals so much about his state of emotion and the thoughts he has towards  life in general. He wonders how ducks are able to survive during winter. The red Hunting Hat also bears symbolism. Through out the book, whenever Holden put on the red hat, it had to be mentioned. The red color of his hat resembled his siblings’ hair. It had a feeling that probably the hat was one way of maintaining a mutual connection with them. 
Important themes in the narrative 
The theme of innocence has widely been used in the novel.  Holden sees innocence as his primary virtue as it closely related to the kind of struggles he had undergone while growing up. All those he admires either represent or they do protect innocence. He tells us that he had never had sexual contacts with Jane. All they do is hold hands. Another theme that is dominant in the novel is death. It is simply implied by the presence of the spirit of Allie despite the fact that he died several years ago. Holden even fear for his existence in that when he fears that at some point he might disappear, he talks to Allie. He is haunted by the fact that his dead brother is in a rainy cemetery and is being surrounded by dead people and tombstones.


